
When it comes to home or business security, most people will want to do their homework to 
ensure they have the very best system they can get for their budget. Regardless of whether 
you are thinking of purchasing a new system or are looking to upgrade, there are still lots 
of things to consider. However, there are so many different products out there and so much 
information, it can be very confusing, so confusing in fact that people may end up getting the 
same system their friend or neighbour has which may not be suitable at all. 

That’s why we’ve produced this guide on the two important things you need to know before 
buying an alarm system. So much has changed during the past few years that this has given 
rise to conflicting advice. Our insider guide will help you understand everything you need 
to know before buying an alarm system and gives you the secret knowledge about Passive 
Infrared (PIR) Sensors that will change your outlook on the way you look at alarm systems.  

What are Passive Infrared (PIR) Sensors?

The vast majority of alarm systems are still designed to provide ‘trap’ protection, which 
involves using Passive Infra-Red (PIR) movement detectors. These detectors work by sensing 
body heat, which then triggers the alarm. You’ve probably seen these in corners of rooms in 
homes or offices – they flash when people move.

Unfortunately, the shortfall with this type of system is that the alarm is activated once the 
intruder is inside your property, which isn’t ideal as:

• It’s too late as they’re already in your home
• Some form of damage has most probably already been caused to your property during 

the break in 
• The intruder can still continue to do what they planned to do – steal your belongings

Tip: PIR systems are better suited to premises that are unoccupied for periods of time, such 
as holiday homes and small commercial offices. 
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How to guarantee the best possible protection for your home or 
business
So now we’ve told you a bit more about PIR and how it works you’re probably thinking that 
this is exactly what you understood about alarms anyway and that we haven’t really told 
you anything new. But as we’ve said, things have moved on and just installing a system 
that works on this basis alone is not the way to guarantee the best protection for your home 
or business. These days it is possible to install an alarm system that will ensure you know 
about the burglar before they break into your home, not after. This could be the difference 
between having your home or business ransacked and items taken or being able to stop 
them entering the premises in the first place.

Think about it: if you know someone is trying to break in rather than actually being inside 
your property then there’s so much more that can be done. Plus you could be preventing 
property damage and loss of personal belongings as well as limiting the emotional cost to 
you and your family. 

Here are the two insider secrets that will help guarantee the best possible protection for 
your home or business.

1. Use perimeter protection
The key to ensuring your property is adequately protected is to invest in an alarm system 
that includes perimeter protection. 

Shock sensors, otherwise known as contact or inertia sensors, are wireless devices that are 
fitted to door and/or window frames. They react to the vibration caused by an intruder as 
they attempt to force entry into your home.

Most residential risk assessments identify three to four main vulnerable doors and windows, 
usually at the rear of properties, such as a patio door, back door or kitchen window, for 
instance. 

However, fitting an alarm system with strategically located shock detectors, as well as some 
internal PIR movement sensors, will provide you with a much greater chance of preventing 
a burglary. 

As tempting as it might be to buy just any old burglar system, it’s an action that could cost 
you dearly in the long run. Taking the time to shop around and invest in an alarm that offers 
perimeter protection and incorporates PIR sensors will not just give you peace of mind that 
your home and surrounding perimeter are fully alarmed, but that they will be activated at 
the right time, not when it’s too late.
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2. Use an app to monitor your alarm system
In the past, a lot of alarm systems were bell only systems, e.g. they made a noise to scare 
people away. However, things moved on and they then changed to dialler systems that 
automatically called your mobile with a voice recording if a sensor went off. Police-monitored 
systems were also developed whereby a call centre would be automatically notified of the 
intrusion and they would then call the key holder/and or the police. In the past couple of 
years wireless alarm systems have been developed together with proprietary mobile apps. 
This insider secret is well known within the industry but not often shouted about as only 
certain systems have this available.

The HKC Quantum series is one such example of the latest advanced wireless alarm system 
that uses a mobile app. The advantage of their mobile app is that it allows you full control 
of your alarm system in real time via your mobile or table. The app not only lets you check 
your alarm status but it can allow you to set and unset your system any time, any place, 
anywhere. Having an app will also let you see if family members have arrived home safely 
as it shows you who’s unset or set your system. If you have a Passive Infrared Sensor 
with built-in camera (PIR/Cam) and your alarm is activated, the sensor will automatically 
photograph whatever is happening in your room and send this to your mobile or tablet. 

The importance of choosing an experienced installer
At Midland Alarm Services we’ve come to recognise that these two factors are so important 
when it comes to choosing an alarm system that we only recommend systems such as the 
HKC which can offer these extra options to our customers.

We’re one of the region’s leading security system suppliers, with nearly 30 years’ experience 
of working with residential and commercial customers across the Midlands. We’re also a 
member of the Certification for Security Service Providers (SSAIB), and work with a wide 
range of customers, including some of the region’s major house builders, such as Persimmon, 
Redrow, Cala, David Wilson and Bovis Homes, and have more than six thousand residential 
customers on our books.

We’d love to tell you more about how the new style of alarms can work for you. To discuss 
your alarm and security requirements with us, call us on 02476 403527 or email us at info@
midlandalarm.co.uk.
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